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over-pressurization, overfill or fire ex-
posure. It does not include releases, 
such as venting of packages, where al-
lowed, and the operational discharge of 
contents from packages. 

Unit load device means any type of 
freight container, aircraft container, 
aircraft pallet with a net, or aircraft 
pallet with a net over an igloo. 

United States means a State of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, 
American Samoa, Guam, or any other 
territory or possession of the United 
States designated by the Secretary. 

Unloading incidental to movement 
means removing a packaged or con-
tainerized hazardous material from a 
transport vehicle, aircraft, or vessel, or 
for a bulk packaging, emptying a haz-
ardous material from the bulk pack-
aging after the hazardous material has 
been delivered to the consignee when 
performed by carrier personnel or in 
the presence of carrier personnel or, in 
the case of a private motor carrier, 
while the driver of the motor vehicle 
from which the hazardous material is 
being unloaded immediately after 
movement is completed is present dur-
ing the unloading operation. 
(Emptying a hazardous material from a 
bulk packaging while the packaging is 
on board a vessel is subject to separate 
regulations as delegated by Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Delegation 
No. 0170.1 at 2(103).) Unloading inci-
dental to movement includes 
transloading. 

Vessel includes every description of 
watercraft, used or capable of being 
used as a means of transportation on 
the water. 

Viscous liquid means a liquid material 
which has a measured viscosity in ex-
cess of 2500 centistokes at 25 °C. (77 °F.) 
when determined in accordance with 
the procedures specified in ASTM 
Method D 445–72 ‘‘Kinematic Viscosity 
of Transparent and Opaque Liquids 
(and the Calculation of Dynamic Vis-
cosity)’’ or ASTM Method D 1200–70 
‘‘Viscosity of Paints, Varnishes, and 
Lacquers by Ford Viscosity Cup.’’ 

Volatility refers to the relative rate of 
evaporation of materials to assume the 
vapor state. 

Water reactive material. See § 173.124(c) 
of this subchapter. 

Water resistant means having a degree 
of resistance to permeability by and 
damage caused by water in liquid form. 

Wooden barrel means a packaging 
made of natural wood, of round cross- 
section, having convex walls, con-
sisting of staves and heads and fitted 
with hoops. 

Working pressure for purposes of UN 
pressure receptacles, means the settled 
pressure of a compressed gas at a ref-
erence temperature of 15 °C (59 °F). 

W.T. means watertight. 

[Amdt. 171–32, 41 FR 15994, Apr. 15, 1976] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 171.8, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected which appears in the Find-
ing Aids section of the printed volume and 
on GPO Access. 

§ 171.9 Rules of construction. 
(a) In this subchapter, unless the con-

text requires otherwise: 
(1) Words imparting the singular in-

clude the plural; 
(2) Words imparting the plural in-

clude the singular; and 
(3) Words imparting the masculine 

gender include the feminine; 
(b) In this subchapter, the word: (1) 

‘‘Shall’’ is used in an imperative sense; 
(2) ‘‘Must’’ is used in an imperative 

sense; 
(3) ‘‘Should’’ is used in a rec-

ommendatory sense; 
(4) ‘‘May’’ is used in a permissive 

sense to state authority or permission 
to do the act described, and the words 
‘‘no person may * * *’’ or ‘‘a person 
may not * * *’’ means that no person is 
required, authorized, or permitted to 
do the act described; and 

(5) ‘‘Includes’’ is used as a word of in-
clusion not limitation. 

[Amdt. 171–32, 41 FR 15996, Apr. 15, 1976, as 
amended by Amdt. 171–32A, 41 FR 40630, Sept. 
20, 1976; Amdt. 171–121, 58 FR 51528, Oct. 1, 
1993] 

§ 171.10 Units of measure. 
(a) General. To ensure compatibility 

with international transportation 
standards, most units of measure in 
this subchapter are expressed using the 
International System of Units (‘‘SI’’ or 
metric). Where SI units appear, they 
are the regulatory standard. U.S. 
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